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Kathleen Hall, a New Zealand born, trained, and qualified nurse, first arrived in Beijing 
in 1923 and spent her first year there learning Chinese language, as well as Chinese 
customs and traditions, at the American Missions Language School. “But what 
delighted her the most was that she found she had a natural ability for Mandarin; the 
language fascinated her”.      
 
Rae McGregor’s careful research on available records and literature in New Zealand 
and overseas, as well as spending time with Ma Baoru as her interpreter visiting the 
villages in China where Kathleen Hall had worked, gives her a very real insight into the 
character of Kathleen Hall (He Mingqing).  Kathleen’s history, aspirations and hopes 
are given with such clear detail that the reader does end up with a very real feel of 
how this remarkable, energetic woman quietly and steadfastly made a great 
difference to the live and health of the people she had worked with and helped.  
 
The book is well written, easy and interesting to read, and I certainly had a much 
better idea of who Kathleen Hall was by the time I finished the book. 
 

Reviewed by Ian Howat. 
 
 


